
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONVENE:  
Board President Brendan Durrett called the regular meeting of the Library Board of Trustees of the South 

Pasadena Public Library to order in the Ray Bradbury Conference Room on July 25, 2013 at 7:04 p.m. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Trustees Present   Also Present 

Brendan Durrett, President Steve Fjeldsted, City Librarian 

Ed Pearson, Vice President Sean Faye, Administrative Secretary 

Ann Penn, Secretary 

Andy Lippman, Trustee 

Constance Lue, Trustee 

    

    

 

MINUTES:  The minutes of the regular meeting of June 13, 2013 were reviewed – Ed Pearson wanted to 

clarify that he has received receipts for book donations in the past. Ann Penn didn’t recall the City Librarian’s 

comment regarding approximately 75 patrons owing $50 or more to the Library Collection Services, but 

Constance Lue had taken note of that statement. 

 

MSC:  Andy Lippman/Ed Pearson– all approved. 

   

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   The meeting began with a reminder that there will not be a Library Board of 

Trustees meeting in August. 

 

ACTION ITEMS: 
1. City of South Pasadena Cooling Center Policy Draft – The City Librarian informed the  

Board that the City would like to add the Library as a Cooling Center and is requesting the Library 

to develop a policy.  The City Librarian presented the Senior Center’s Cooling Center policy and 

asked for recommendations for changes in verbiage.  Brendan Durrett asked if the Library had ever 

been presented as an official Cooling Center before and the City Librarian replied that it has not, 

adding that it wouldn’t change the Library’s hours and it could save the City money, since the 

Senior Center has had to stay open for extra hours during past heat waves.  The City Librarian 

explained that the Library wouldn’t replace the Senior Center in this service, but the Senior Center 

wouldn’t have to bring their staff in at a rate of time and a half at overtime pay.  Andy Lippman 

asked if there would be any effect on the Library and the City Librarian answered that it would be 

minimal and that it could be beneficial to have extra patrons at night.  Constance Lue asked if there 

would be adequate seating and staffing if a policy was enacted and the City Librarian confirmed 

that there would be.  The City Librarian stated that an official policy wasn’t needed right away, but 

needed the consent of the Library Board of Trustees in order to proceed. 

 

MOTION:  The Board moved to approve the concept of the Library serving as a Cooling 

Center and invited the City Librarian to bring a draft of this policy to the next meeting.  

MSC:  Brendan Durrett/Andrew Lippman – all approved. 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

1. Photo of the Library Board of Trustees – The Library Board of Trustees had their group 

photograph taken in the Ray Bradbury Conference Room.  The City Librarian asked if the Board 

would like this photo added to their page on the Library website, along with their names and titles.  

Brendan Durrett and Andy Lippman agreed.  Constance Lue asked if photos of the Library staff 

should be added to the website and Ann Penn suggested that a group photo of the Library staff be 

taken.   Brendan Durrett and Andy Lippman favored this idea.  The City Librarian said that could be 

a possibility, but added the City may not consent as they aim for uniformity on its website and may 

not want to ask for each department in the City to submit a photo of their staff.  The City Librarian 

stated that the City’s website is in its infancy.  Ed Pearson wanted the Board to think about what 

information would be included there.  The City Librarian agreed that more content in general is 

preferred.  Brendan Durrett would like the Board’s mission and terms added and would review 

other Library Board of Trustees web pages for further ideas on how to shape our website. 

 

2. Library Proposed Budget 2013/2014 – The City Librarian announced that the Library Budget is 

no longer proposed it has been approved.  He added that there is usually a degree of uncertainty 

with new budgets, as they change from year to year, but the 2013/2014 budget has increased from 

last year’s.  The City Librarian continued that he thought the Library is doing very well and 

reiterated his appreciation that Mayor Schneider was thanked at the last Library Board of Trustees 

meeting for his support of the Library.  The City Librarian recommended that a campaign 

committee for Measure L in 2014 be put together, but Brendan Durrett didn’t think that was 

necessary at this time. 
 

3. Children’s Hour Artwork Installation – The City Librarian said that Gabe Nevarez will meet 

with McKelvey Construction and it is hoped installation will begin on 8/5/13, with a possible end 

date of 8/10/13.   

 

4. Setzler/South Pasadena Beautiful Library Patio Furniture Purchase and Installation - 

Brendan Durrett asked about the furniture for the Library Patio and the City Librarian informed him 

that it has been ordered and should be available sometime in August for Public Works to install it. 

 

5. Proposed Ribbon Cutting Event Date for Artwork/Patio Furniture Installation – Ann Penn 

suggested that an ideal time for the Ribbon Cutting would be the end of September or early 

October.  The City Librarian thought having the ceremony in October would present a better 

opportunity for more South Pasadena dignitaries, staff members and City Council members to 

attend.  Brendan Durrett wasn’t in favor of holding the ceremony on a Friday and after looking 

through the Library’s calendar, the City Librarian offered the possible dates of Wednesday, October 

2nd or Wednesday, October 9th.  Ann Penn was agreeable to holding the event on Wednesday, 

October 9th and Brendan Durrett proposed holding it at 12:30 p.m.  The City Librarian added that 

date and time to the Library’s calendar. 

 

6. Language for Plaque Acknowledging Donors for Artwork/Patio Furniture Installation – The 

City Librarian said that the City Council will want a plaque installed to acknowledge specific 

people and organizations that were instrumental in getting the Children’s Hour artwork restored and 

Library Patio furniture donated, in addition to the Setzler and Mullen families.  The plaque itself 

costs $500 and would take two to three weeks to arrive.  Ed Pearson asked if there were funds 

allocated for the Trustees, to which the City Librarian replied that there are, and that most of the 

money goes towards the Volunteer Recognition Luncheon and CALIFA memberships. Brendan 

Durrett suggested that the plaque be paid for with Mullen Estate funds, to which Andy Lippman and 

Ann Penn agreed.  The City Librarian suggested that a subcommittee of three people be created to 

determine the language for the plaque, and that this subcommittee could conduct their business 
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through email.  Brendan Durrett, Andy Lippman and Ed Pearson volunteered to be on the 

subcommittee. 

 

7. Library Partnership with South Pasadena Chinese American Club for Moon Festival in 

Library Park on October 5th – The City Librarian informed the Board that the Moon Festival has 

grown over the years, and the City’s involvement has grown along with it and it is now a co-

sponsor.   A huge audience is anticipated again for this year.  In previous years there had not been a 

formal arrangement between the Chinese-American Club and the Library, but the Chinese-

American Club has supported many Library programs and a very good relationship between the two 

entities exists.  Since the event will be held on Library grounds, liability insurance will fall under 

the City’s umbrella.  The Library will be assist with publicity as well as with helping to set up. 

 

8. Annual Report from L.A. County Auditor’s Office for Measure L Property Tax Proceeds 

Eligibility – The City Librarian announced that the final version will be available in early August.  

Our consultant, Community Economic Solutions, will need to file before the next City Council 

meeting.  Brendan Durrett asked how the proceeds generated compare with previous years and the 

City Librarian replied they have increased since last year and the total estimated revenue from the 

Library Special Tax for Fiscal Year 2013-14 is $232,000. 

 

                                             

CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMUNICATIONS:   None to report.   

 

REPORTS: 
Board President:  None to report.  

       

City Council Liaison: None to report. 
 

Friends Representative:  None to report. 

 

Trustee Liaison to Friends:  Ann Penn had been away and will compile new information for the next Board 

of Trustees meeting in September. 

    

City Librarian:   

 The City Librarian said the elevator is in operation and has a permit.  It has mechanical, electronic, and 

ADA upgrades. 

 The City Librarian is writing an article about Merrell Gage for The Quarterly to raise awareness about 

the artist and his work, “The Children’s Hour,” to be installed at the Library. 

 On 8/22/13 Steve Hodel will present an Author Night based on his book “Black Dahlia Avenger II,” 

his third book about the Black Dahlia murder.  In his latest book he reveals forensic evidence that he 

says proves his father, George Hodel, a South Pasadena High School Graduate, was the killer.  Scott 

Gandell and Anneline De Croos of South Pasadena Mercantile are working on a poster that will 

resemble the front page of a newspaper from the 1940s.  Steve Hodel has spoken twice for Author 

Nights at the South Pasadena Public Library and has demonstrated that he is an exceptional speaker 

who draws large audiences. 

 The Library was awarded an $800 grant from the Rotary Club for the Golden State Collection. 

 There were close to 300 in attendance for the 7/18/13 Masumoto Author Night in the Library Park.  

The Kyodo Taiko Drum Troupe from UCLA attracted many people from the Farmer’s Market.  Many 

books were sold and the program was filmed for channels 19 and 99. 

 Marjorie Lord, who played Kathy Williams in the “Make Room for Daddy” TV show of the 50s and 

60s will present her autobiography, “A Dance and a Hug” for an Author Night on 8/29/13.  A classic 
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episode from that series will be shown and she will be joined by special guest Angela Cartwright, who 

played her step-daughter on television and possibly her daughter in real life, Anne Archer. 

 The City Librarian has been in discussions with Stefanie Powers’ agent regarding a screening of 

“Sunset Blvd” in the Community Room.  It stars William Holden from South Pasadena.  He hopes to 

have a date confirmed before the next Board of Trustees meeting. 

 The City Librarian has heard from many patrons that they would prefer the Library to remain open 

later on Thursdays, as the Farmer’s Market is such a popular attraction.  In addition, he’s heard from 

many attendees of Author Nights and other Thursday Night events that they would like to use the 

Library proper when they are here. 

 The Library’s new website address has been changed on the latest welcome brochures and bookmarks. 

      

NEXT MEETING:  Next meeting of the Library Board of Trustees will be held on 9/12/13.   

       

ADJOURNMENT:  The regular meeting of July 25, 2013 was adjourned at 8:08 p.m.   
 

Minutes approved                as written. 

Minutes approved                                  as corrected. 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

President 


